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Cape Fear River Watch Project Creates Valuable Fish Habitat 

SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA (April 16, 2013) - This year, the Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership (SARP) and the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will invest more than $175,000 to restore habitat in the Southeastern U.S. Through a series of projects, shorelines along the South Atlantic Coast will be enhanced or restored by planting native wetland and aquatic plants, improving stream conditions, and establishing or repairing oyster reefs.  
Cape Fear River Watch (CFRW) has been awarded funding to restore fish habitat by placing approximately 1,000 tons of crushed granite (over 2,000 cubic yards) in the Cape Fear River below Lock & Dam No. 2 in Bladen County, North Carolina. 
The Cape Fear River was once one of the most productive rivers for American shad in NC. Commercial landings are currently 87% below historical estimates due in part to stressors such as overfishing, pollution, habitat degradation, and dam construction. This project will provide breeding habitat for American shad and spawning habitat for striped bass, sturgeon, and river herring. 
In addition to the ecological benefits, the Cape Fear River Fisheries Enhancement project promotes significant benefits and opportunities for community involvement. The project will use an estimated 60 volunteers who will directly assist in the restoration by placing the first and last ton of foundation material in the river. Work is slated for completion in 2014.

Working together, this partnership of non-profit organizations, state and federal resource and regulatory agencies, academics, and private organizations will not only restore habitat for fish and wildlife, but also instill a stewardship ethic in future generations. Over the long term, the project will help NOAA and SARP’s joint efforts to promote, facilitate, and implement cooperative, science-based habitat conservation and restoration in the Southeast.

SARP’s mission is to protect, conserve and restore aquatic resources including habitats throughout the Southeast for the continuing benefit, use and enjoyment of the American people.  To learn more about SARP visit www.southeastaquatics.net.  

Cape Fear River Watch’s mission is to protect and improve the water quality of the Lower Cape Fear River Basin through education, advocacy, and action. For more information visit www.capefearriverwatch.org.
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